592   CHAP. 38. STATUS OF ADOPTED CHILD

in cases of intestacy, the case is different when it-is a question of
construing an actual will, and one may wonder whether courts
have not sometimes lost sight of the fact that in the construction
of a will it is after all the intention of the testator to which ef-
fect should be given (h). On the other hand, the notable judg-
ments of Adams J. and the Court of Appeal of New Zealand
in the case of Day v. Collins (i) contain an illuminating review
of the cases, concluding in favour of the admissibility of ex-
trinsic evidence of the testator's intention with the result that
a bequest to "my wife" was held to be a bequest not to his
"lawful wife" whom he had deserted many years before, but
to another woman whom he had subsequently "married" and
to whom in a former will, since revoked, he had made a be-
quest under the description "my wife Emily Sophia Collins/'
Inter alia reliance was placed upon National Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children v. Scottish National Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (j) as a case support-
ing the admissibility of extrinsic evidence to show what mean-
ing should be given to words used by a testator.

(h) Cf. C.A.W., (1928), 6 Can. Bar Rev. at pp. 730-731.
(i) [1925] N.Z.L.R. 280.
0')  [1915] A.C. 207.